PHI 102: Introduction to the Art of Wondering

Spring 2011
409 Surprenant 

Contact Information______________________________________________________    

Karl Anderson



                        Mail box: 305

Email: kanderson@qcc.mass.edu


Phone: 508-854-7431

Office Hours: MWF 12pm   



Web Site www.kandersonqcc.com
Tues 1-2pm (via email)
Required Texts & Supplies________________________________________________
Introduction to Modern Philosophy Prentice Hall 2000 (you will need the book by the second class, lack of financial aid is no excuse for not having the book)

It is up to you to get the needed supplies to save all written work (disk, flash drive, etc.).  “The computer lost my assignment” is never a legitimate excuse. If there is a case of work missing, it is up to the student to submit a new copy upon instructor’s request.
Course Description_______________________________________________________
This course covers the nature and development of philosophy, with the problem of humans as a unifying theme. Students explore the major philosophies in each historical period and critically examine the significance of a philosophical question and major philosophical themes. 
Corequisite: ENG 100 or appropriate placement score

Attendance______________________________________________________________
Your final grade will go down one ½ letter grade for every absence after the third.   I assume that if you are absent, it is for a good reason; therefore you do not need to show me notes of any kind—no absence is “excused”.  In many ways being late is worse than being absent as it disrupts the class.  Two “lates” equal one full absence.    Take note of this policy.  For some reason, students think they can miss class even after reading the attendance policy and are “shocked” to find out their grade has gone down at the end of the semester.  My understanding is that you are in this class because you want to spend the time to learn the material.  If you are not interested in the course, it will not be possible to “coast” by.  I do not tolerate cell phone use, sleeping, or any other disruptive behavior in class.  Such behavior will result in an absence and you will be asked to leave the class. 
Teaching Procedure and Instructional Objectives _____________________________
The class is run seminar-style, there will be occasional lectures to highlight important information, but for the most part we will be working on concepts and reading strategies in class.  At the end of the course you should be able to:

· Understand the discipline of philosophy

· Learn to identify and critique philosophical concepts

· Understand and employ critical thinking methods
· Make connections between course material and the history of philosophy
· Learn to write a philosophical paper
Assessment________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________
Participation

10%
Response Papers
10% 

Portfolio

10%

Unit tests

35%

Socratic dialogue 
35%
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Unit outlines will count toward the participation grade. 

Participation ____________________________________________________________
Since philosophy is the discussion of ideas, it is crucial for your education, as well as your grade, that you participate in class.  Participation may take the form of: student-led discussions, asking/answering questions and contributions to small group work. Students unprepared for class, for any reason, will be marked absent. Being absent is not an excuse for being unprepared for the next class.  The readings in the class are not long, but they are dense.  It will likely take you several hours of close reading and re-reading to get a handle on the material and to prepare for class.  If you do not put in the required time and thought, you will get behind quickly and have a difficult time catching up.  We will spend some class time early on discussing how to annotate the readings.  Students are encouraged to read their notes in class when called upon to discuss course issues.  I will inform students who are on pace to fail as the semester progresses.
Socratic Dialogue________________________________________________________
Each student will write an 8-page Socratic dialogue.  The student will use philosophers studied in class in order to write the paper.  The goal will be to show that you know where the philosophers stand on a given topic.  Examples and instruction on the dialogue will be given in class. 

Plagiarism Statement___________________________________________________

Plagiarism means taking someone else’s ideas or words and presenting them as one’s own.  The offence can take many forms including cheating on a test, passing in a paper taken from the Internet or from another student, or failing to properly use and credit sources in an essay.  In every instance, plagiarism means cheating both oneself and the owner of the source. I do not accept “I didn’t know what plagiarism was” as an excuse.  My policy is to give no credit for the assignment and fail the student for the course. 
Philosophy Portfolio______________________________________________________

All graded work will be bound and have a table of contents.  The portfolio will be due the last week of the semester.  A sample portfolio will be discussed in class. 
Philosophy Outlines______________________________________________________

Each student will create an outline of the philosophers read.  I will call on students to read their outlines in class.  See the outline example at the end of the syllabus. 

Response Papers_________________________________________________________

There will be 2 2-page response papers that will be at the beginning and end of the portfolio.  Instruction on writing the papers will be given in class. 

Late Work______________________________________________________________
All work is due at the beginning of class on the due date unless instructed otherwise.  No emailed submissions will be accepted unless directed by instructor.
Accommodations_________________________________________________________
Every effort will be made to meet the individual needs and varied learning styles of the students in this course.  It is of the utmost importance that the student inform the instructor at the beginning of the term of his or her needs.  If the student has concerns about the course, please see the instructor.  If the student has concerns about a possible learning disability he/she should make an appointment with the Learning Assistance Center.  All such information is, of course, strictly confidential.
Tentative Schedule_______________________________________________________
Be sure to take good notes in class as the schedule may change due to unforeseen circumstances (i.e. snow days).  We will cover all of the material, but I reserve the right to alter lessons as need arises. I do check my phone and email but only during office hours.  I do not repeat missed lectures.  Be sure to have a few email addresses and/or phone numbers of classmates to get any missed information. 

	Week/Activity

	Week 1: Course syllabus /Portfolio explained/How to read philosophy



	Week 2:  Logic and Argument exercises / Response paper #1 due


	Week 3:  Logic and Argument exercises


	Week 4: Test #1 (outline due) / Existence of God lecture / St. Anselm (137) and Aquinas (143)


	Week 5:  Flew/Hick (194)


	Week 6: 2/20 No class (President’s Day)



	Week 7:  Pascal (151), Huxley (178)



	Week 8:  Test #2 (outline due)/ Ethics lecture



	Week 9: Spring Break



	Week 10:  Paley (210), Kant (216), Quill (560) / Mill (226)


	Week 11:  Nietzsche (236) / Ayer (252), Blanshard (278)


	Week 12:  Hobbes (303), Locke (310)



	Week 13:  Philosophy of Art lecture / Bell (402)


	Week 14: Response paper #2 due, (outline due), Ziff (409), Tolstoy (429), Hospers (436)


	Week 15: Test #3, Socratic dialogue/Portfolio due




Sample Philosophy Outline

Topic

Philosopher

Argument

Key Passage (with page number)

Passage I found difficult

My thoughts on the reading

I have read the syllabus for PHI 102 and understand the course requirements. 
  

Name (printed): 

_______________________________
Name (signature): 
_______________________________
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