LIB 101: Introduction to Liberal Arts

                   Fall 2010

Tuesdays/Thursdays   101 HLC

Faculty Information______________________________________________________
Professor: Karl Anderson
Email: kanderson@qcc.mass.edu

Web Site: www.kandersonqcc.com
Phone: 508-854-7431



Mail Box: 305







Office Hours (265A): MWF 11am-12pm







                 Tues 1pm-2pm (via email)

Required Texts__________________________________________________________
Karl Marx

The Communist Manifesto

Penguin Classics

Niccolo Machiavelli
The Prince



Modern Library 2008

Other readings will be handed out in class
Course Description_______________________________________________________
This course introduces the liberal arts intellectual tradition, the purpose of which is to help students on the journey of learning how to learn. It draws from the humanities, mathematics, natural, social, and behavioral sciences. Students examine a broad range of knowledge and possible professions, explore how human knowledge has developed and grown through history, and develop the ability to discuss the relationships and connections among the various liberal arts through written and oral participation and reading from original sources. Prerequisite: ENG 100 or appropriate placement score.

Instructional Objectives and Teaching Procedures ____________________________
The course is run in a seminar style with students and instructor engaged in conversation.  There will be occasional lectures to highlight important information, but for the most part the students and instructor will discuss the readings of each class.  At the end of the course you should be able to:

· Understand the history of the liberal arts and how the liberal arts connect to your QCC degree
· Read and understand difficult texts from a variety of disciplines

· Work in a large and small group setting

· Understand how a Philosophy connects all LIB disciplines
· Connect a liberal education with possible career goals 
Assessment with Final Exam_______________________________________________
Participation

10%
Quizzes

20%

Essay


20%
Final Exam

50%

Assessment without Final Exam____________________________________________
Participation

20%
Quizzes

40%

Essay


40%
Withdrawal from Course_________________________________________________

The last day to withdraw from this course with a “W” is Friday of the tenth week of class.  It is up to the student to remember this date.  After the withdrawal date, the grade will be an “F”.
Final Exam______________________________________________________________

The final exam will include all reading and discussion points raised in class.  The exam is required of all students with more than 3 absences.  If you have fewer than 4 absences, the exam becomes optional 
Evaluating Student Performance___________________________________________
The quizzes will be short, objective questions based on the readings.  Short assignments will be your initial responses to the readings and class discussions.  I will be looking to see if you are able to connect the issues we discuss in class with points in the readings. Your essay grade will be based on the thesis you create and the support you use, as well as college-level proofreading.  We will go over these points in class.  The speech grade will cover how well you deliver and support an argument.  Explanations and examples of assignments will be given in class. 

Attendance______________________________________________________________
Attendance is crucial for success in this course.  Quizzes cannot be made up and students with poor attendance are not likely to do well on the final exam. 

Plagiarism Statement_____________________________________________________
Plagiarism means taking someone else’s ideas or words and presenting them as one’s own.  The offence can take many forms including cheating on a test, passing in a paper taken from the Internet or from another student, or failing to properly use and credit sources in an essay.  In every instance, plagiarism means cheating both oneself and the owner of the source.  Since the cheating sabotages a student’s learning experience, consequences range from no credit for the assignment to failure for the course and possible expulsion from the college.

Special Needs____________________________________________________________
Every effort will be made to meet the individual needs and varied learning styles of the students in this course.  It is of the utmost importance that the student inform the instructor at the beginning of the term of his or her needs.  If the student has concerns about the course, please see the instructor.  If the student has concerns about a possible learning disability he/she should make an appointment with the Learning Assistance Center.  All such information is, of course, confidential. 

Format for written work__________________________________________________
The work you hand in is a representation of yourself.  Make the effort to proofread your work to be sure you followed directions.  Assignments that do not follow this format will have their grades reduced. 

►12 point font


►1inch margins



►Times New Roman 

►No cover pages or folders
►Double Spaced


►Title your essay if applicable
►Top left of page 1:


►Last name and page number in 
--Name

                            top right of all pages after page one
--Course



►No extra space between paragraphs
--Professor

--Due Date
Tentative Schedule_______________________________________________________
Be sure to take good notes in class as the schedule may change due to unforeseen circumstances (i.e. snow days).  We will cover all of the material, but I reserve the right to alter lessons as need arises.  This is another reminder to have email address and phone numbers of classmates. I do check my phone and email but only during office hours.  

	Date
	Activity

	
	The History of the Liberal Arts

	Week 1 Tues 9/7
	Introduction to course / Read Bloom “Closing of the American Mind” for Tuesday, 9/14 / Great Book assignment explained 

	Thurs 9/9
	Syllabus review / History of the liberal arts: Trivium and Quadrivium / Read Bloom “Closing of the American Mind” for Tuesday

	Week 2 Tues 9/14
	Bloom “Closing of the American Mind” discussed/ LIB at QCC 

	Thurs 9/16
	Great Books and Education discussion / Discuss St. Johns program (from my web site)

	
	Utopian Education

	Week 3 Tues 9/21
	Freire’s “Banking Concept of Education”

	Thurs 9/23
	Freire’s “Banking Concept of Education”

	Week 4 Tues 9/28
	Freire’s “Banking Concept of Education”

	Thurs 9/30
	Plato’s “Allegory of the Cave”

	Week 5 Tues  10/5
	All College Day

	Thurs 10/7
	Plato’s “Allegory of the Cave” 

	Week  6 Tues 10/12
	Plato’s “Allegory of the Cave”

	
	Power and Control

	Thurs 10/14
	Class discussion: What makes a leader?

	Week  7 Tues 10/19
	The Prince chapters 3, 5, 7, 

	Thurs 10/21
	The Prince chapters 15, 17, 19

	Week 8 Tues 10/26
	The Prince chapters 21, 22, 25

	Thurs 10/28
	The Communist Manifesto 49-51

	Week  9 Tues  11/2
	The Communist Manifesto 52-76

	Thurs 11/4
	The Communist Manifesto 

	Week  10 Tues 11/9
	“A Vindication of the Rights of Women”

	Thurs  11/11
	Veteran’s Day

	Week  11 Tues   11/16
	“A Vindication of the Rights of Women” 

	
	Critical Thinking

	Thurs 11/18
	“Loss of the Creature”

	Week  12 Tues  11/23
	“Loss of the Creature”

	Thurs  11/25
	Thanksgiving Break

	Week  13 Tues 11/30
	“Loss of the Creature”

	Thurs 12/2

	Typed draft of essay due

	Week  14 Tues 12/7
	Essay due

	Thurs 12/9
	Final Exam Prep








