ENG 231: Masterpieces of World Literature I

Fall 2011
MWF 10am-10:50am



209 Surprenant Hall
Faculty Information______________________________________________________
Professor Anderson



Web Site: www.kandersonqcc.com
Phone: 508-854-7431



Mail Box: 305

Email: kanderson@qcc.mass.edu

Office Hours (265A): MWF 9am-10pm









          T 1pm-2pm (via email)

Required Texts and Supplies ______________________________________________
While you can find these texts in the QCC bookstore, feel free to buy these books through Amazon or wherever you can get the best price.  You will, however, need these editions and translations. Some of the readings will come from handouts I give in class.  

Mitchell 

Gilgamesh  Free Press 2006

Heaney

Beowulf W.W. Norton Co. 2001
Dante
     

Inferno   Signet Classic 2009





Shakespeare     
Richard III  Signet Classics 1998

Charlotte Bronte
 Jane Eyre Signet Classics 1997
Ryan


Literary Theory Wiley-Blackwell 2007
James


Aspern Papers Barnes and Noble 2003

It is up to you to get the needed supplies to save all written work.  “The computer lost my assignment” and “I ran out of paper” are never legitimate excuses. If there is a case of work missing, it is up to the student to submit a new copy upon instructor’s request.
Course Description_______________________________________________________
This course examines the history and growth of great books and ideas and their relevance to modern times. Students read literary selections from the ancient world to the 18th century to help them understand the sense and perspectives of major world writers. Students learn to demonstrate an understanding of both Eastern and Western literary traditions through class discussions and written assignments.

Instructional Objectives and Teaching Procedures_____________________________
The course is run in a seminar style with students and instructor engaged in conversation.  There will be occasional lectures to highlight important information, but for the most part the students and instructor will discuss the readings of each class.  At the end of the course you should be able to:

· See the development of literature through the ages

· Understand cultures of different location and time

· Grasp concepts located in our reading list
· Deliver an academic presentation to a small group

· Write an upper-level literature paper
Attendance _____________________________________________________________
There are no excused absences.  Your final grade will go down 5 points for every absence after the 3rd.  In many ways, being late for class is worse than not being there at all.  Coming in late is very disruptive and disrespectful to the instructor and the class. I will deduct a ½ letter grade for each day late after the 2nd.  “Late” is defined as coming to class after I’ve taken attendance.

Assessment______________________________________________________________
Participation

20%
Quizzes 

30%

Essay


50%
Withdrawal from Course_________________________________________________

The last day to withdraw from this course with a “W” is Friday of the tenth week of class.  It is up to the student to remember this date.  After the withdrawal date, the grade will be an “F”. 
Participation____________________________________________________________

Each student is expected to do all readings and participate in class discussion.  At various times during the semester, students will be assigned passages from the reading to lead the class in discussion.  Students who remain silent throughout the semester often have a difficult time passing the course. 

Quizzes_________________________________________________________________

Short, objective quizzes based on the readings and class discussion may be given at any time.  
Essay___________________________________________________________________
Each student will write a 6-page essay based on one of the paper topics given in class. The essay is due on the last day of class and must follow MLA style documentation. 
Late work_______________________________________________________________
Assignments are due in class on the due date.  Work can be handed in one class day late with penalty; work submitted more than one class day late will not be accepted.  I WILL NOT ACKNOWLEDGE OR ACCEPT ASSIGNMENTS THROUGH EMAIL, unless you have arranged special permission with me ahead of time. I will simply delete emails with attached assignments.  All assignments are due in class on the due date.
Evaluating Student Performance___________________________________________
The quizzes will be short, objective questions based on the readings.  Short assignments will be your initial responses to the readings and class discussions. The argumentative essay will require the student to explore one topic in detail.  We will go over essay points in class.  The participation grade will reflect the student’s appropriate preparation and contribution to each class.

Workload and Classroom Behavior_________________________________________

You should come to every class on time with the assignments completed.  Students who are not prepared or disruptive in any way will be marked absent for that day.  Students who are habitually late and/or disruptive will fail the class.  The classroom is an adult environment; therefore it is not possible to bring children to class with you.


Plagiarism Statement_____________________________________________________
Plagiarism means taking someone else’s ideas or words and presenting them as one’s own.  The offence can take many forms including cheating on a test, passing in a paper taken from the Internet or from another student, or failing to properly use and credit sources in an essay.  In every instance, plagiarism means cheating both oneself and the owner of the source.  Since the cheating sabotages a student’s learning experience, consequences range from no credit for the assignment to failure for the course and possible expulsion from the college.  My policy is to give a 0 for the assignment and an “F” for the course if I find a case of plagiarism.  I do no accept “I didn’t know what plagiarism was” as an excuse. See me if you have questions. 

Special Needs____________________________________________________________
Every effort will be made to meet the individual needs and varied learning styles of the students in this course.  It is of the utmost importance that the student inform the instructor at the beginning of the term of his or her needs.  If the student has concerns about the course, please see the instructor.  If the student has concerns about a possible learning disability he/she should make an appointment with the Learning Assistance Center.  All such information is, of course, strictly confidential. 

Format for Written Work_________________________________________________
The work you hand in is a representation of yourself.  Make the effort to proofread your work to be sure you followed directions.  Assignments that do not follow this format will have their grades reduced. 

►12 point font


►1 ½ inch margins



►Times New Roman 

►No cover pages or folders
►Double Spaced


►Title your essay if applicable
►Top left of page 1:


►Last name and page number in 
--Name

                            top right of all pages after page one
--Course



►No extra space between paragraphs
--Professor

--Due Date
Tentative Schedule_______________________________________________________
Be sure to take good notes in class as the schedule may change due to unforeseen circumstances (i.e. snow / sick days).  We will cover all of the material, but I reserve the right to alter lessons as need arises. This is another reminder to have email address and phone numbers of classmates. I do check my phone and email messages but only during office hours.  

	W 9/7-week 1
	Introduction to course

	F 9/9
	Syllabus review

	M 9/12—week 2
	Henry James “The Aspern Papers”/ Literary Theory Formalism

	W 9/14
	“Beast in the Jungle” Psychoanalysis

	F 9/16
	Feminist

	M 9/19—week 3
	Historicism/Marxism

	W 9/21
	Joseph Campbell interview

	F 9/23
	Epic lecture points

	M 9/26—week 4
	Gilgamesh 

	W 9/28
	Gilgamesh

	F 9/30
	Beowulf

	M 10/3—week 5
	Beowulf

	W 10/5
	Beowulf

	F 10/7
	Dante lecture points

	M 10/10—week 6
	No Class-Columbus Day

	W 10/12
	Inferno cantos 1-3

	F 10/14
	Inferno cantos 4 and 5

	M 10/17—week 7
	Inferno cantos 10 and 13

	W 10/19
	Inferno cantos 18 and 27

	F 10/21
	Inferno cantos 30-34

	M 10/24—week 8
	Divine Comedy wrap-up

	W 10/26
	Richard III lecture points

	F 10/28
	Richard III act 1

	M 10/31—week 9
	Richard III act 2 and 3

	W 11/2
	Richard III acts 4 

	F 11/4
	Richard III act 5

	M 11/7—week 10
	Richard III wrap-up

	W 11/9
	Lecture on Jane Eyre

	F 11/11
	Jane Eyre

	M 11/14—week 11
	Jane Eyre

	W 11/16
	Jane Eyre

	F 11/18
	Jane Eyre

	M 11/21—week 12
	Jane Eyre

	W 11/23
	Library work on essay

	F 11/25
	No class-Thanksgiving Break

	M 11/28—week 13
	Jane Eyre

	W 11/30
	Jane Eyre

	F 12/2
	Jane Eyre

	M 12/5—week 14
	Essay and f

	W 12/7
	Essay points

	F 12/9
	Essay due

	M 12/12
	Course wrap-up








The majority of students who fail this course do so because they cannot keep up with the readings.  If you find yourself behind in the reading early in the semester, there is a very good chance you will not pass the course.  As you can see from the reading list, the works are long and dense; expect at least 10 hours of reading each week.  When I grade any assignment or listen to a comment in class, I am assuming it is the product of the student putting in the appropriate amount of time before class.  








