Aristotle’s points on tragedy (from his Poetics)
1. A tragedy must be an imitation of life in the form of a serious story that is complete in itself—narrow in focus (as opposed to the epic form).  Drama is the best vehicle for tragedy because it shows rather than tells.  History shows what happened, tragedy shows what may happen.

2. A good tragedy will evoke pity and fear in the viewer causing a catharsis—a purging or purification of emotions.  We feel better after having gone through such extreme emotions. 

3. A tragedy will usually have a central tragic character (hero) who “falls” due to a “tragic flaw”.  The flaw is often pride, but really the Greeks interpreted the flaw is simply being human—we are not gods. 

4. The hero is better than we are, but not perfect (thus the flaw).  Change in character happens once the flaw is fully realized.  The hero needs to know what he did wrong and see the consequences of his actions (or fate).  
Questions

· Why do you think the tragic hero needs to be “above” everyone in society?

· Do we have cathartic entertainment today (movies that are both good and sad)?

· Can you name any real life tragic people?  Their action need to be the cause of their downfall. 

