Professor Anderson

Death of a Salesman

1. How does Willy feel about his home now compared to earlier in his life?  

2. How do the past and present work in the structure of the play?

3. What is the effect of Willy’s affair?

4. Who said and why is it important to understand the character and play:  “My own apartment, a car, and plenty of women?  And still goddammit, I’m lonely”.  

5. Who is Dave Singleman?  What does it mean to die the “death of a salesman”?

6. How good is Willy at negotiating his salary with Howard?

7. What do you see as the key differences between Biff and Happy?

8. Explain how the metaphor “You can’t eat the orange and throw the peel away” connects to the play

9. Why does Biff say at the end “He had the wrong dreams?  All, all, wrong”.
